Report on

National Seminar

Jharkhand @ 25: Celebrating 25 Years of Statehood and 150 Years of Janjatiya Gaurav

Organised by: Guru Nanak College, Dhanbad
Dates: 6th—7th December 2025
Sponsored by: Jharkhand State Higher Education Council (JSHEC)

Guru Nanak College, Dhanbad successfully organized a two-day National Seminar titled “Jharkhand @

25: Celebrating 25 Years of Statehood and 150 Years of Janjatiya Gaurav” on 6th and 7th December

2025 with the support of the Jharkhand State Higher Education Council. The seminar was conceived as an
academic initiative to commemorate the silver jubilee of Jharkhand’s formation while paying tribute to the
rich legacy, struggles, and contributions of tribal (Janjatiya) communities.

The seminar witnessed the enthusiastic participation of more than 100 researchers, academicians, and
faculty members from across the state, making it a vibrant platform for intellectual exchange and
interdisciplinary dialogue. Through six technical sessions, an inaugural and valedictory programme, and a
cultural evening, the seminar provided a comprehensive reflection on Jharkhand’s past, present, and future.

Day 1 — Saturday, 6th December 2025

Inaugural Session

The inaugural session began at 10:30 AM with the traditional lighting of the lamp, accompanied by floral
tributes and a devotional Shabad, setting a solemn and reflective tone for the seminar. Dr. Ranjana Das,
Principal, Guru Nanak College, Dhanbad, delivered the welcome address, highlighting the importance of
academic discourse in preserving tribal heritage and addressing contemporary developmental challenges.The
seminar souvenir was formally released, followed by the felicitation of the Chief Guest and other dignitaries.
The session was graced by the presence of the Honourable Member of Legislative Assembly, Tundi, Shri
Mahura Prasad Mahto, as the Chief Guest. In his address, he highlighted the importance of organizing such
academic events at a significant juncture marking 25 years of Jharkhand’s statehood. He congratulated Guru
Nanak College for its sincere efforts and appreciated the initiative for bringing issues related to tribal
culture, history, and development into focused academic discourse. Dr. Ram Kumar Singh, Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor, BBMK University, spoke on the broader significance of the seminar, emphasizing the
responsibility of higher education institutions in preserving indigenous heritage while contributing to
research-driven, inclusive development. He observed that such academic platforms play a crucial role in
connecting scholarship with societal needs. The Keynote Address by Shri Ranendra Kumar, Ex-
Director, Dr Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Research Institute, Ranchi provided a detailed and insightful
account of the life, struggles, and resilience of tribal communities. He discussed historical injustices, socio-
economic marginalization, cultural erosion, and contemporary challenges faced by tribal societies, while
also highlighting their collective strength, traditional knowledge systems, and enduring contribution to
Jharkhand’s identity and development. Shri Meghnath Ji, renowned filmmaker on tribal culture and a
three-time National Award winner, delivered an engaging address on understanding tribal life through
cinema. He emphasized how films can document lived realities, resistance, rituals, and cultural memory,
thereby preserving tribal narratives for future generations. Shri Rabindra Roy, Senate Member, BBMK
University, stressed the role of universities in promoting tribal research and inclusive academic policies.
Shri 1. K. Choudhary, former Head, Department of History, Ranchi University, highlighted the historical
struggles of tribal communities, underlining their strong sense of collectiveness, unity, and resistance against
exploitation.



The Presidential Address by Sardar R. S. Chahal emphasized governance rooted in cultural pride, ethical
leadership, and academic excellence. The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Sadhna Singh,
convener of the seminar. Inaugural session was conducted by Dr. Varsha Singh and concluded at 2:00 p.m.
with the National Anthem.

Session |, themed “Tribal Culture, Heritage & Identity”, was chaired by Dr. Jadi Bala Komaraiah, Senior
Professor, Department of Economics, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, with Shri Pravin Kumar,
Principal, R. S. More College, Govindpur, as the Co-Chair. The session focused on issues of tribal identity,
cultural preservation, linguistic challenges, and the role of media in shaping contemporary tribal narratives.
The papers presented highlighted challenges faced by the Santhal community and emphasized the
importance of traditional art forms such as Sohrai—Khovar painting, bamboo crafts, and the evolving
dimensions of Chhau dance as symbols of cultural continuity and transformation.

Session 11, on the theme “Environment, Ecology & Sustainable Development”, was chaired by Dr. Sajal
Mukherjee, Associate Professor and Head (Retd.), Department of Economics, Vinoba Bhave University,
Hazaribagh, with Dr. Birendra Kumar, Principal, Katras College, serving as the Co-Chair. The discussions
in this session revolved around the environmental challenges faced by Jharkhand, particularly due to mining
and industrial activities. Papers examined issues related to forest conservation, ecological justice, sustainable
agriculture, eco-friendly consumption practices, and the implementation of the Forest Rights Act, stressing
the need to balance development with environmental sustainability.

Session 111, themed “Tribal Resistance, Heroes & Historical Legacies”, was chaired by Dr. Anuj Lugun,
Assistant Professor, Central University of South Bihar, and co-chaired by Dr. Nakul Prasad, Head,
Department of Commerce, BBMK University. The session revisited the rich legacy of tribal resistance
movements and leadership in Jharkhand. Papers discussed the contributions of iconic figures such as Birsa
Munda, Jaypal Singh Munda, and Ramdayal Munda, early tribal revolts, and regional resistance movements,
while also highlighting the significant role of tribal women in resistance, social reform, and cultural
movements.

Cultural Evening

The day concluded with a vibrant cultural evening showcasing traditional tribal dances, folk music, and
performances, reflecting Jharkhand’s rich living heritage.
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Day 2 — Sunday, 7th December 2025

Session 1V, themed “Socio-Economic Development of Jharkhand”, was chaired by Dr. S. K. L. Das,
Former Principal, P.K.R.M. College and former Head, Department of Economics, BBMK University, with
Dr. Himanshu S. Chaudhary, Head, Department of Foreign Languages, BBMK University, as the Co-
Chair. Dr. Himanshu Shekhar discussed Jharkhand’s cultural heritage and described the sacrifices of
people’s leaders as living models of inspiration. The session offered a critical assessment of Jharkhand’s
socio-economic progress over the last twenty-five years. Papers examined the growth of the retail sector, the
role of MSMEs in generating livelihoods and empowering tribal communities, the impact of CSR initiatives,
and comparative perspectives on municipal governance. Discussions also emphasized inclusive development
through education, healthcare, and employment generation. Dr. S. K. L. Das, in his remarks, provided a
detailed overview of Jharkhand’s economic scenario and its structural features. He highlighted multiple
dimensions of socio-economic development and argued that the deliberations of the session would serve as a
guide for future policy-making and planning processes.

Session V, on the theme “Tribal Governance, Policy & Rights”, was chaired by Dr. Minaketan Behera,
Associate Professor of Economics, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. The
session focused on governance frameworks and policy challenges related to tribal communities in
Jharkhand. Presentations critically analyzed the functioning of Panchayati Raj institutions, issues of land and
forest rights, mining-induced displacement, and the socio-legal implications of the Forest Rights Act. The
discussions highlighted the need for policy reforms and participatory governance models to ensure justice,
equity, and sustainable development for tribal populations.

Session VI, themed “Education, Youth & Women’s Empowerment”, was chaired by Dr. Mohd. Irfan,
Assistant Professor, Department of Management Studies, 11T (ISM), Dhanbad. This session highlighted the
transformative role of education in empowering tribal communities, women, and youth. Papers explored
themes such as digital inclusion, women’s entrepreneurship in retail and MSMEs, healthcare disparities, and
higher education policies in Jharkhand at 25 years of statehood. The session underscored the emerging
leadership of women and youth as key drivers of social change and resilience in the state.

Valedictory Session

The valedictory session was held at 3:00 PM and was graced by Hon’ble Shri Raj Sinha, MLLA, Dhanbad,
as the Chief Guest. The Guests of Honour included Dr. Pushpa Kumari, Dean, Student Welfare, BBMK
University, and Dr. Radha Nath Tripathy, Registrar, BBMK University. In their addresses, the dignitaries



appreciated the academic depth, cultural relevance, and smooth organization of the seminar. They
commended Guru Nanak College for successfully creating a meaningful platform for scholarly dialogue on
tribal heritage, governance, and development, and encouraged the continuation of such academic initiatives
in the future.

With the participation of over 100 researchers and scholars, six well-structured technical sessions, and a
vibrant cultural programme, the seminar emerged as a grand academic and cultural success, reaffirming
Guru Nanak College’s commitment to academic excellence, social responsibility, and the promotion of
Jharkhand’s tribal heritage.

Highlights
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